
A survey on alternative leftist and/or
anti-authoritarian groups in Bulgaria

(extended abstract)

Andrea Ferrario and Paolo Modesti
Crisi Globale∗ Bulgaria-Italia†

January 2014

1 Why this survey

In the past few years, many new Bulgarian groups opposing the existing political
system from leftist and/or anti-authoritarian positions system have emerged.

In the first twenty years after the 1989 political changes, these sorts of organ-
isations were rare or short-lived. However, in the last five years, the situation
in this political area has significantly changed.

At the same time, after years of “social peace”, there has been a growing
number of grass-root demonstrations and protests culminating in 2013 with the
mass-protests that made Bulgaria one of the most active countries from this
point of view. In 2013, two waves of protests, commonly called as winter and
summer protests, unfolded, followed by the university occupations in autumn.

The first wave originated from the popular discontent over high energy prices
due to the monopolistic nature of the market controlled by a few private sup-
pliers. Despite certain limits and contradictions, for the first time since 1989
the spread of the protest began to challenge some “dogmas” such as the private
ownership of public services and the political system as a whole.

At political level, the mass participation in the protests forced the Prime
Minister Boyko Borisov (GERB) to resign.
∗http://crisiglobale.wordpress.com
†http://www.bulgaria-italia.com
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Over the next few months, a caretaker government led the country to early
elections whose outcome failed to provide a clear mandate and resulted in the
birth of a minority government led by the liberal economist Plamen Oresharski
and supported by the Bulgarian Socialist Party (BSP) and the Movement of
Rights and Freedom (DPS), which previously opposed Borisov’s cabinet.

As soon as the government took office, it appointed an extremely controver-
sial MP Delyan Peevksi as head of the State Agency for National Security. The
outrage lead to a new intense wave of protests, which did not stop even after
the Parliament dismissed Peevski a few weeks later.

From a more general perspective, the complex political situation of the last
year gave to the groups covered by this survey a (limited) opportunity to spread
their views and participate in the ongoing debate in Bulgarian society.

Therefore, we thought that it is useful to complement the current affairs
materials already published by our websites, with an in-depth investigation of
these new political groupings.

2 Work methodology

It should be clarified that our survey does not aim to be exhaustive, but it is
rather an attempt to start a mapping of this political spectrum by giving voice
to its actors.

We tried to be as objective as possible asking the same questions to all groups
and clearly set the space limits for the answers. Therefore, the different space
given to the various groups is only determined by the respondent’s will to use
the available space in full.

We decided not to edit or cut any answers, limiting ourselves to the addition
of some editorial notes aimed at helping those readers unfamiliar with Bulgarian
politics to understand acronyms or references likely to be unknown by them.

The title of the survey aims to include all groups that, to the best of our
knowledge, operate from different political positions to change the current polit-
ical system in a democratic and anti-authoritarian way. We decided not to
contact groups that, in our judgement, advocate authoritarian politics or have
taken discriminatory stands against ethnic minorities living in Bulgaria.

Overall, ten organisations answered our questions. Although we tried to
cover all groups satisfying the above criteria, in some cases we were unable to
reach them or to get their answer on time, and we apologise for that.
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In particular, we were unable to engage with the following four additional
organisations:

• 23 Semptemvri (23th of September), a communist group;
http://www.septemvri23.com

• Avtonomen Rabotnicheski Sindikat (Autonomous Trade Union), an anarcho-
syndicalist group;
http://www.arsindikat.org

• Priziv (Appeal), a collective that operates in the student area;
http://www.priziv.org

• Rabotnicheski Glas (Workers’ Voice), a site that deals with workers’ struggles.
http://rabglas.blogspot.com

We are willing to update this survey, if the groups not included yet manifest
their interest to participate.

3 Some remarks on the nature of the groups in
Bulgaria

The interviews presented here are rather self explanatory about the nature of
the groups participating to this survey.

However, as authors, we believe it may be useful, without discussing the
specific individual positions, to complement this survey by adding some general
remarks and making a comparison with the Italian situation, when appropriate.

• Unlike Italy, the membership of these groups is mostly composed of young
adults while in Italy the average age is considerably higher. On the one
hand this is promising, on the other hand it denotes a lack of generational
connection with previous political experiences. Obviously, it needs to be
taken into account that in Bulgaria until 1989 grass-root movements were
almost not existent and were not allowed to openly operate in public.

• Unlike Italy, most groups are based in the capital Sofia. However, there
are some promising signs that in the future this activism could manifest
itself in a more evident way in the rest of the country.
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• Another difference with the Italian situation is that overall there are very
limited collaborations between such groups and the workers’ organisations.
This may be due by the lack, in the recent and remote past, of a truly
independent trade union movement.

• There is another aspect that we believe may be linked to the reason just
mentioned: it seems that there is a significant trend among these groups to
work mostly on the informational and “political education” level. At the
current stage, it seems difficult to overcome the current constraints and
act more incisively and effectively in Bulgarian society. The reasons for
this may include the limit of resources, the lack of a recent or established
struggle traditions, the legacy of the fall of the socialist regime that caused
general disillusion, making the vast majority of the population wary and
reluctant towards those advocating a radical change in society, in a context
of widespread resignation.

• Despite these objective difficulties, it seems very encouraging that in a
relatively short period, a significant number of organisations started to
operate covering a wide spectrum of positions.

• The 2013 protests caused more division than union among these groups.
Among other things, there has been a gradual increase of such divisions as
the different waves of protests unfolded: the winter and summer protests
were followed in autumn by occupations of universities. This is not surpris-
ing, since the nature of the protests has been, generally speaking, rather
ambiguous and highly contradictory, subject to significant attempts at ma-
nipulation from inside and outside the protest movement. Despite this, we
believe that it is positive that most of the groups covered by this survey
were able to participate in the public debate originated by these protests.

• Many groups prefer to have an informal structure, avoiding formal statutes
and organisational bodies. In some cases, this is a deliberate choice based
on their vision, in others we are simply are not aware of the reason of this.

4 Content

The following organisations took part in the survey:

1. Solidary Bulgaria
Ñîëèäàðíà Áúëãàðèÿ - Solidarna Bulgaria
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2. Social Centre Adelante
Ñîöèàëåí öåíòúð Àäåëàíòå - Socialen tsentar Adelante

3. Social Centre Haspel – New Left Perspectives
Ñîöèàëåí öåíòúð Õàñïåë - Íîâè ëåâè ïåðñïåêòèâè - Sotsialen tsentar
Haspel

4. Solidary Centre Varna
Ñîëèäàðåí öåíòúð Âàðíà - Solidaren tsentar Varna

5. Federation of Anarchist in Bulgaria
Ôåäåðàöèÿòà íà àíàðõèñòèòå â Áúëãàðèÿ - Federatsiyata na anarhistite
v Bulgaria

6. Bulgarian Social Forum
Áúëãàðñêè ñîöèàëåí ôîðóì - Bulgarski sotsialen forum

7. Public and Rail Transport Civic Initiative
Ãðàæäàíñêà èíèöèàòèâà çà îáùåñòâåí è ðåëñîâ òðàíñïîðò - Grazh-
danska initsiativa za obshtestven i relsov transport

8. No Logo
Áåç ëîãî - Bez logo

9. Bulgarian Left
Áúëãàðñêàòà ëåâèöà - Bulgarskata levitsa

10. Life after Capitalism
Æèâîò ñëåä êàïèòàëèçìà - Zhivot sled kapitalizma

The full text of the survey is available at:

• Italian edition
http://www.bulgaria-italia.com/bg/news/docs/inchiestasx2014_bulgaria_it.pdf

• Bulgarian edition
http://www.bulgaria-italia.com/bg/bg_news/docs/inchiestasx2014_bulgaria_bg.pdf
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